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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


We continue our extracts from European 
blications. The official intelligence we 
»w present our readers, from the missiona- 
esin the SouthSealslands, will be found in- 
resting. The great exertions whieh have 
een made within the last few years,to send 
e Gospel amd its ministers to the heathen ; 
‘the almost universal moving of the Chris- 
ian world to acts of benevolence and mer- 
y. tothe rising and the risen generations, 
ave awakened in the hearts of believers, 
cheering bope that the set time to favour 
Lion has come. The astonishing success 
vith which these exertions have been 
srowned, and the glorious things which 
iod is accomplishing in the kingdom of 
iis grace, through the instrumeatality of 
le Lsidle and of missionaries, have greatly 


#onfirmed these hopes, and animated the 


rayers of Christians. 
We have seldom recorded events more tn- 


Hteresting to the Christian world, than those 
which have taken place in O:iheite and Ei- 


neo. Let the doubting believer (if I may 


Juse the expression) contemplate the change 
} produced by the power of the gospel on the 


idolatrous inhabitants of these isles, and 
his faith will be s:rong im the promises of 
God. Jet those, whe have heretofore op- 


} posed the missionary cause, or viewed it 


ions 
rom 
S$ j- 
ible 
ble 
rof 
re- 
nte 
ra- 

al- 

1e, 


} with indifference, as a visionary scheme, re- 


member that the numerous beings that peo- 
ple these islands, who are now rejoicing in 
the true God, had stil] remained ip that 
‘ienfold midnight darkness,’ in which they 
have been enveloped for thousands of gene- 
rations, were i: not that a few humble fol- 
lowers of the cross, constrained by the love 
of Christ, hazarded their lives and their all, 
to proclaim among them the glad tidings of 
salvation. If an infidel can behold the mor- 
al change wrought in these ‘islands; if he 
can behold king Pomare, giving up his idol 
gods; if he can read his affectionate, hum- 
ble, pious, evangelical letier, wi:hout be- 
ing convinced of the divine efficacy of the 
word of God ; we fear the time will come, 
when he will lament in vain, that he cannot 
adopt the language of this Christianized 
heathen ** May the Three-One save me! 
and this is my shelter, my close hiding 
place, even from the anger of Jehovah. 
When he looks upon me [ will hide me at 
the feet of Jesus Christ tle Saviour, that I 
wav escape.”? 
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From the London Missionary Chronicle. 


j 
OTAHEITE. 


We have long been waiting for offi- 
cial information fron our missionaries 
In the South Sea Islands. We are at 
length completely gratified. On Mou- 
day,Jan.19th, the following letter came 
to hand, which fully confirms al! the 
preceding and imperfect accounts re- 
ceived from individuals in New South 
Wales. Idolatry is no more in Ota- 
heite or Eimeo, and is fast giving way 
in other islands. 

In addition te the letter of the mis- 
sionaries, we have the pleasure of pre- 
senting to our readers the literal trans- 
lation of a letter from the king of Ota- 
heite to the missionaries, accompanied 
by a present of all his family gods, 
(the public ones being previously de- 
stroved,) and which he desires the 
missionaries eitherto burn, or to send 
to § Britane,’ for the missionary Soci- 
ety, that they may see the likeness of 
the foolish gods which Tahiti wership- 
ped. These, which Mr. Marsden has 
forwarded to England, will enrich the 
museum of the Society, and we shall 
probably give a print of them in a fu- 
ture number of this work. 

The following letter calls anew up- 
on the friends of the missionary cause 
to rejoice and bethankful. God hath 
done great things for us, whereof we 
are glad, and to Him, to Him alone, 
be all the glory of our success ! 


Eimeo, Aug. 13, 1816. 


Honoured Fathers and Brethren, 

The last letter we received from 
you was dated July 23d, 1814, and 
reached us in May 1815, as we have 
mentioned before. And our last te 
you was dated Sept. Sth, 1815, a du- 
plicate of which, as usual, accompa- 
nies this. We gladly embrace the pre- 
sent opportunity, of giving you a fur- 
ther account of the state of the Isl» 
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ands aad of the Mission. Atthe time 
the above mentioned letter was writ- 
ten, the state of affairs in these [s:ands 
was fullof confusion and uncertainty ; 
the balance, as far as we could per- 
ceive, was nearly equipoised ; it ap- 
eure very doabtful, whether the 
eaihen party, who had taken up arms 
to avenge the cause of the gods, and 
the ancient customs of their forefa- 
thers, might uot pervail, and occasion 
either the extermination or banish- 
ment of all who had embraced Chris- 
tianity, together with ourselves, at 
least from these fslands of Pahits and 
Eimeo. The months of July and Au- 
gust, previous to the date of our letter, 
had been with us and our peor peo- 
ple a time ef trouble and great anxie- 
ty. The 4th of July we had set a- 
part as a day of humiliation, fasting, 
and prayer, and were joined by seve- 
ral huadreds of our people, in seeking 
mercy and protection from Him who 
has the hearts of all men in his hand, 
and to whese control all actions and 
events are subject. It was ‘ a day of 
trouble’ with us ; and we and our per- 
secuted people did call upon Jehovah ; 
and we think there is no presumption 
in saying, our supplications were re- 
garded, our prayers were answered, 
and according to his promise, He did 
send us ‘deliverance,’ though not in 
the way we anticipated or expected. 
These people at Tihiti, who had 
embraced Christianity, having provi- 
dentially made their escape and join- 
ed us at Eimeo, their enemies, as we 
mentioned before, quarrelled among 
themselves. The Attehuru party hav- 
ing fought with, and vanquished the 
Porionuu, Teharoa, Sc. they, and the 
Tairapu party who had assisted them, 
quarrelled again among themselves, & 
fought; when the Taiarapuans were 
eonjuered, and driven to the tmoun- 
tains. Afierthis there was a prospect 
of peace being established ; and the 
eopie who on account of religion had 
fled to Eines te save their lives, were 
invited to return to ‘lL ahiti, and take re- 
possession of theic respective lands; 
those things made it necessary for the 
king and his people, and most of these 
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about us, to go over to Taffiiti, in corm: | 
Jand Ul 
ges, and according to an ancient cus. | 


pany with the different parties of refu. 


tom of the country, to reinstate them 


in a formal manner in their old pos. [ 


sessions. 

On the arrival of the king, and those 
who followed him, at Tahiti, the idol. 
atrous party appeared on the beacli 
in a hostile manner; seemed deter. 
mined to oppose the king’s landing; 
and soon fived on his party; but, by 
the king’s strict orders, the fire was 
not returned, but a message of peace 
was sent to them, which was preduc- 
tive of the exchange of several messa- 
ges, and at last apparently issued in 
peace and reconciliation. 

fn consequence of this, several peo- 

ple returned peaceably to their differ- 
ent lands; but still fears and jealousies 
existed on both sides, and this state of 
things continued till Sabbath day, No- 
vember I2th, 18£5, when the heathen 
party taking advantage of the day, 
and of the time when the king and all 
the people were assembled for wor- 
ship, made a furious, sudden and un- 
expected assault, thinking they could 
at such a time easily throw the whole 
inte confusion. They approached 
with confidence, their prophet having 
assured them of an easy victory. In 
this, however, they were mistaken. 
It happened that we had warned our 
people, before they went to ‘Tahiti, of 
the probability of such a stratagem bes 
ing practised, in case a war should 
take place ; in consequence of which, 
they attended worship under arms ; 
and though at first they were thrown 
into some confusion, they soon formed 
for repelling the assailants: the en- 
gagement became warm and furious, 
aud several fell on both sides. 

In the king’s party there were many 
of the refuges from the several parties 
who had not yet embraced Christian= 
ity; but our people, not depending 
upon them, took the lead in facing the 
enemy, aud as they were not all en- 
gaged at once, being amongst bushes 
and trees, those that had a few minutes 
of respite fell on their knees, crying 
to Jehovah for mercy and protection, 





port b 
heath 
ment 
the C 
) man 
> killed 
S threw 
> fasion 
_ yaine 
the ve 
 lenity 
5 gave 
) be pr 
» child 
| wasc 

i child 

' of th 
> bodice 
. rage: 

 paro: 

beds 

para 
) to hi 
| oe 
) upor 
} unar 
) trust 
) had 
) ruin 
cast 

> this 
' guist 
; torb 


i. . 
) fairs 





. jom 
> beet 
idol. 
> nive 
| gov 
enc 
ted | 
of 1 
pub 
had 
the 
Ein 

I 
atry 
hiti 
ore 
























a 


refy. |) and that he wéuld be pleased to sup- 
Cus: |) port his cause against the idols of the 
them) heathen. Soon after the commence- 
pos-}) ment of the engagement, Upufara, 

‘the Chief of Papara, (the principal 
those |, man on the side of the idolaters,) was 


idol. | killed; this, as soon as it was knewn, 
each F) threw the whole of his party into con- 
eter. f tusion, and Pomare’s party quickly 
ling; [| yained a complete victory. However, 
t, by F the vanquished were treated with great 
wasp jenity and moderation; and Pomare 
eace f gave strict orders that they should not 
duc. F be pursued, and that the women and 
essa: children should be well treated. This 
d inf wascomplied with; nota woman or 

child was hurt; nor was the property 
peo- t of the vanquished plundered. ‘The 
ffer- F bodies also of those who fell in the en- 
sies | sagement, contrary to the former bar- 
eof} parous practice, were decently buri- 
No- [| ed; and the body of the Chief of Pa- 
hen |? pava was taken in a respectful manner 














' to his own land, to be buried there. 


These things had a happy effect 


' upon the minds of theidolaters. They 
' unaninrously declared that they would 
' trust the gods no longer; that they 
- had deceived them, and sought their 
/ruin; that henceforward they would 
| cast them away eutirely, and embrace 


this new religion, which is so distin- 
guished by its mildness, goodness and 
forbeagance. 

In the evening after the battle, the 
professors of Christianity assembled 
together, to worship and praise Jeho- 
val for the happy turn which their af- 
fairs had takens Im this they were 


_ joined by many who had, tll then, 


been the zealous worshippers of thre 
idols. After tis; Pomare was by u- 
niversal consent restored to his former 
government of Tahiti and its depend- 
encies; siuce which he has constitu. 
ted Chiefs in the several districts, some 
of whom had for a long time made a 
public profession of Christianity, and 
had been for many menths attending 
the means of instruction with us at 
Limeo. 

In consequence of these events, idol- 
atry was entirely abolished both at“l'a- 
hii and Eimeo; and we have the 
great, but formerly unexpected satis- 
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faction, of being able to say that Ta- 
hiti and Eimeo, together with the small 
islands of Tapuatmanu and Teturoa, 
are now altogether in profession, 
Christian Islands. ‘The gods are de- 
stroyed, the maraes demolished, liu- 
man sacrifices and infant murder, we 
hope, forever abolished ; and the peo- 
ple every where calling upon us to 
come and teach them. 

The Sabbath day is also every 
where strictly observed, and places 
for the worship of the true God have 
been erected, and are now erecting, iu 
every district: and where there is no 
preaching, the people have prayer 
meetings every Sabbath, and every 
Wednesday evening, all round Tahitt 
and Eimeo. 

But this is not all, we have also 
good news to communicate about the 
Leeward Islands. Tamatoa, or as he 
is now called Jopa, the principal 
Chief, has also pablicly renounced 
idolatry, and embraced Christianity. 
His example has been followed by 
most of the other Chiefs, and a large 
majority of the people throughout the 


four Society Islands: viz. Huahine,: 


Raiatea, Tabaa, and Borabora. Twé 
Chiefs of Borahora, named Tefaaora 
and Mai, have distingushed themselves 
by their zeal in destroying the gods, 
and erecting a house for the worship 
of the true God. The Chiefs of these 
islands have sent letters, and repeated 
messages to us, earnestly entreating us 
to send some of our numbc? to them to 
teach them also: and Mui, a Chief of 
Borabora, sent usa letter to remind us 
that Jesus Christ and his apostles did 
not confine their iastruetion to oye 
place or country. 

A war broke out lately at Baiatea 
also, one principal cause of which was 
that Tapa and otbers liad cast away, 
and destroyed the gods. The idolaters 
were resolved to revenge this, and con- 
sequently attacked YTupa and his 
friends, but were themselves, as at Ta- 
hhiti, entirely defeated, and afterwards 
treated with much more lenity than 
they deserved; but though they were 
then subdued, yet there is sti!l a party 
at Raiawa talking of war, and the res* 
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toration of the gods;. but it is to be ho- 
ped that they wili not be able to effect 
any thing of consequence, as the great 
majority of the people appear decid- 
edly in favor of Chistianity. 

Since the above happy change of 
affairs at Tahiti, brother Nott, at the 
request of the brethren, went over on 
a visit to’ Tahiti, accompanied by 
br her Hayward. He preached to 
the people in every district all around 
the isiands; Large congregations as 
seinbied with’ readiness every where, 
and their attention and behaviour was 
very encouraging. 

The School, notwithstanding former 
discouragements, has prospered ex- 
ceediigly, and continues to prosper ; 
though at present many hundreds-of 
the scholars ave scattered through the 
neighbouring islands, some ef whom 
ave teaching others in the different 
islands and districts where they reside, 
and thus, ‘hrough their means, some 
knowledge of reading and writing has 
spread far and wide.—‘There are at 
least 3000 people who have some 
books, and can make use of them. 
Many hundreds can read well; and 
there are ainong them about 400 co- 

ies of the Old Testament history ; 
and 400 of the New, which is an a: 
bridgement of the four Evangelists, 
and part of the acts of the apostles. 
Many chapters of Luke’s gospel in 
manuscript are also in circulation ; 
and 1000 copies of our ‘Tahitian cate- 
chism, which several hundreds have 
learnt, and can perfectly repeat.— 
The Spelling books which were prin- 
ted in Londen, of which we had, we 
suppose, about 70@, having been ex- 
pended loug ago, we had lately 2000 
copies of a lesser Spelling book priat- 
ed in the colony; these we have re 
ceived and distributed; and there is 
mm earnest call from all the islands 
for more books, the desire to learn to 
read and write being universal. We 
want a new edition of the abovemen- 
tioned books, and are now preparing 
the gospel of Luke for the press. We 
intended to send the catechism and 
small spelling-book to the calory by 
this-conveyance, and get-2000 or 3000 
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printed; but having heard that a 
printing-press is seat out for us, wel 
thought it best to wait awhile, notwith. 
standing the urgent call of the natives, 
as we wish to prevent expense as much} 
as’ possible. 

We enclose another frieadly letter 
of his Excellency Governor Macqua-: 
rie; as‘ also a letter fromm Pomare, 
concerning his famiiy gods, witch 
have been delivered to us, that we 
might either destroy them, or, if we 
think proper, send them:to you. We 
have chosen the latter,and send them 
by this conveyance, nailed up in 4 
case directed to Mr. Hurdcnstte:: 
These are the king’s family gods, and 
are a good specimen of the whole.— 


eee 
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Nese s. 





The great national ones, which were} 
of the same’kind, only muctr larger, | 
have been someiume ago etre.y de 
stroyed. Your brethren, &c. &ee 
Henry BickNELL, Wat. Henry, 
Wa. Pascoe Crook, Henry Nort, 
Joun Davies, Sawuvuew Tessrer, 
James Haywarop, Cua. Wiison. 
To the Directors of the Missionary So- 
ciety, &c. 
yd 
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To the Missionaries; 

Frienps,—May you be saved by Je-F 
hovah and Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
This is my speech to you my friends.| 
I wish you to send those Idols to Brite) 
ane for the Missionary Society, that) 
they may know the likeness of the 
gods that ‘Pahitt worshipped.. 





Those) 
were my own idols, be'onging to our] 
family from the time of Zuarvamanas” 
hune* evento Vatractoa:t and when” 
he died he feft them with me. And/ 
now, having been made acquainted | 
with the true God, with Jehovah, He | 
is my Cod, and when this body of «nine | 
shall be dissolved in death, may the_ 

* Taacraamanahune lived some ages azo, 


and was one of the sacestors of Pomare’s © 
family. 





t Vairaatoa. one of the names of old Po- 
mare, the kine’s father, and though a friend 
to the Missionaries, yet he was a most zeab 
ous advocate forthe gods, and the old re- 
ligion. 
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Whree-One save me! And this ismy [in 1738]; it was Vairaatoa that set 
shelter, my close hiding place, even them himself about the idol. If you 
from the anger of Jehovah. When think proper, you may burn them all 
he looks upon me,I will hideme atthe im the fire; or, if you like, send them 


hat a) 
iS, we) 
twith. 
h lives, 
much 
> Imay escape. ‘TD feel pleas ure and sat- the people of Lurepe, that they nay 
leiter[} ssfaction in my mind ; I rejoice, [praise satisty their curiosity, and know Tahi- 


cqua: ; Jehovah, that he hath made -known his ti’s‘Toolish gods ! ! 

mare,f} word unto me. 1 should have gone This is aiso one thing that I. want to 
wiichl) to destruetion if Jehovah had not in- inquire of you: when I go around Ta- 
at uv terposed. Many have died and have hiti, it may be that the Ratiras and 
if web goue to destruction, ‘ings and com- others will ask me-to put down their 


Wef mon people; they died without know- names; what shail I do then? Willit 
themp) ing any thing of ihe-true God; and be proper for me to write down their 
in g 10w when it came to the small re- names? It is with you—yon are our 
tie.—f)} mainder of the people, Jehovah haih teachers, and you are to direct us.— 


MS OR | 





p and}, been pleased to make known his We have had our prayer meeting the 
ve—f word,and weare made acquainted with beginning of this month February ; it 


his good word, made acquainted with was at Homaiau Vabi; the Ratiras 
the deception of the false gods, with and ail the people of the district as- 
ydefP all that is evil and false. The true sembled, leaving their houses without 
‘ God Jehovah, ii was he thatmade us people. They said to me‘ Write down 
acquainted with these things. It was our names.’ Lanswered, ‘It is agreed.’ 


werep 


neni det bb ahintads % Beas ' 


Tr, é you that taught us; but the words, Those names are in the enclosed pe- 
ster, the knowledge. was from Jehovah.— per, which I have sent for your inspec: 
yw. | dtis because of this that I rejoice, and [ tien. tlave I done wrong in this ?—~ 
y So: pray toJelievah, that he may increase Perhaps-I have: let me, my friends, 


my abborence of every evil way. The know the whele of your mind in res- 
Three One, He it is that can make pect of this matter. 

the love of sin to cease; we cannot May you, my friends, be saved by 
effect that; man cannot eflect it; it Jehovah the true God. 1 have writ- 
| ds the work of God to,cause evil things ten to Mahine for a house for the use 
' to be cast off, and.the love of them te of the Missionaries ; when they arrive, 
Je" ease. you will let Mahine know where the 











our. lam going a journey around Ta- house iste be, aud he will get the peo- 
nda, hiti, to acquaint the Ratiras with the ple to remove ii there. Let it be at 
sit: | word of Ged,and to cause-them to be Uaeva, near you. 
ren | vigilant about good things. The word lt is re parted here, that there is a 
the? of God does grow in Tahiti, and the ship at Morea and I was thinking it 
ose|}  Ratiras are. diligent about setting up might be a ship with the Missionaries: 
Out] houses for worship; they are also dil- Tat it may be that it isonly an idle re- 
nae igent in seeking instruction,: and now port. However, should the Missiona- 
ten) itis.well with Tahiti. ries arrive at Moorea, write to me 
nd | That principal idol, that has the red quickly, that I may know. Let me 
ted) feathers of the Otuu is Temeharo,* know also, what news there may be 
He thatis his name, look you, you may from Europe, and from Port Jacksou, 
ne] know it by the red feathers ; ‘that was Sede wen te alation ctun; for deiinn 
ag Vairaatoa’s own god, an? those feath- 4944 and 1815, afier eur monthly missiona- 
LY, ers were froni the ship Gs ? Lieut. Walts ry prayer meetings, we us sedi to take down 
273 7 * Temebaro was one of the principal fam- the names of suck ag renounced neathenism 
ily gods ofthe royal family at Tahiti; but and embraced Christianity ina public man- 
0-5 Ovo was the principal national god, and to ner but since the state of aff tins is atiered 
nd ~~ him alone human sacrifices were offered, at in the islands, and the profession of Ciris- 
aL j leastin moderntimes. ‘Tameharo issaidto tianity és became general we hav as wt 
e-) havea brother cailed Tia: these were fa- proper to discontinue the practice,.as now 
+ mcus men, deified after their death. not likely to aaswer the euds inte sie, 
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feet of Jesus.Christ the Saviour, that to your country for the inspection of 
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Perhaps King George may be dead, 
let me know. [ shall not go around 
Tahiti before the month of March. 

May you be saved, my friends, by 
Jehovah, and Jesus Christ the only 
Saviour by whom we sinners can be 
saved. 

PomareE, King of Tahiti, &c. &c. 
Taluta, Motuta, Feb. 19, 1316. 





*“EFFICACY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Account of a remarkable Assembly of 
Hindoos, near Delhi, who met to read 
the Scriptures. 

Extract ofa letter from the Rev. Mr. F. 
dated May 6th, 1817, to the, Rev. Mr. T. 
Calcutta. 

I am more and more convinced 
that the inhabitants of India are near- 
ly inaccessible to us in their present 
state, (I mean with a view to their con- 
version,) from the gross ignorance 
and want of common rudimental in- 
struction which prevails among them; 
and the great means which India ap- 
pears to be in want of at present, is a 
systematic plan of education, univer- 
sally, patiently and industriously to be 
acted upon throughout the whole ef 
our territories. Only let the popula- 
tion have the power to read our Scrip- 
tures, and we have done them a kind- 
ness, the benefit of which nothing can 
deprive them of. The Bible may do 
its own work: that it can do so has 
been repeatedly proved, in spite of 
the melancholy forebodings and sensi- 
tive jealousies of the adversaries to its 
distribution. 

Take an instance, my dear brother, 
which I think so well calculated to 
cheer our spirits. You know that A- 
nund Messee is now baptized. I shall 
send you his history in the next pack- 
et. We have every reason to believe 
an the sincerity of his Christian pro- 
fession, and we hope for many benefi- 
cial results from his real ability and 
consistent life. The other day he ask- 
ed my permission to leave his little 
school at M , to go over, for a few 





days, to Delhi; which was the more 
readily granted, as he still entertains 
hopes of bringing his wife over to the 
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acceptance of the salvation of the 
gospel, as weil as his brother and sis- 
ters. 

During his stay at Delhi, a report 
was in circulation that a number of 
Strangers had assembled together (no- 
body knew why) in a grove near the 
imperial city, and were basily employ- 
ed, apparently in friendly conversa- 
tion, and in reading some book in 
their possession, which induced them 
to renounce their caste, to bid them- 
selves to love and associate with one 
another, to intermarry only among 
their own sect, and to lead a strict and 
holy life. 

This account filled Anund witli 
great anxiety to ascertain who and 
what they were; and he instaatly set 

of for the grove which had been point- 
ed out as the place of rendezvous. He 
found apout 500 people, men, women, 
and children, seated under the shade 
of the trees, and employed, as had 
been related to him, in reading and 
conversation. He went up to an el- 
derly looking man, and accosted him ; ; 
and the following conversation pass- 
ed :— 

‘Friend, prav who are all these 
people, and whence come they?’ 
‘We are poor and lowly, and we 
read and love this book. Anund. 
‘What is that book?? The book of 
God.’ Anund. ‘Let me look at it, if 
you fplease.’. Anund, on opening it, 
perceived it to be the gospel of our 
Lord, translated into theHindoostanee 
tongue, many copies of which seemed 
to be in possession of the party; some 
printed, others, written by themselves 
from the printed ones. 

Anund pointed to the name of Jr- 
sus, and asked, ‘ Who is that?’ § That 
is God; he gave us this book.” A- 
nund. §Where did you obtain it?’ 


‘An angel from Heaven gave it me at ~ 


Hurdwar Fair.’ Anud. ‘Anangel ?’ 
‘Yes: to us he was God’s angel; but 
he was a man, a learned Pundit. _— 
(Doubtless, these translated Gospels 
must have been the books distributed 
five or six years ago at Hurdwar by 
the Missionary.) ‘The wiitten cop- 
ies we wrote ourselyes, having no oth- 
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ex means of obtaining the Blessed 
‘These books,’ said Anund, 
‘teach .he religion of the European 
Sahibs. It is their book; and they 
printed it in our language for our use.’ 
‘Ah,no;’? rephed the stranger, ‘ that 
canuot be, for they eat flesh.’ ‘ Jesus 
Christ,’ said Anund, teaches that it 
does not signify what a man eats or 
drinks. Eatiug is nothing before God ; 
and not that which entereth into a 
man’s mouth defileth him; but that 
which cometh out of the mouth, this 
defileth a man: for vile things come 
forth from the heart; and out of the 
heart proceedeth evil thougits, mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornicatien,thelis, dec. 
these are the things that defile.’ ‘ That 
is true; but hew can it be the Euro 
pean book, when we believe that it 
was God’s gifi to us at Lurdwar-Fair ?’ 
Anund. * God gave it long ago to the 
Sahibs, and they sentittous.’ I find, 
from Anund, that these Testameuts 
werecirculated at Hurdwar, (1 believe, 
hy Mr. Chamberlain,) and falling into 
the hands of different peopie, residest 
m different but neighboring villages, 
they were found to be interesting re- 
cords, and well worth the attention of 
the people. 

A public reader appears to have 
been selected by themselves in each 
of the villages, fur the express purpose 
of reading the miraculous Book ; and 
their evenings have been habitually 
spent in this blessed employment 5 
crowds gathering together to hear 
God’s Book. The ignorance and sim- 
plicity of many was very striking.— 
Never having heard of a printed book 
before, its very appearance was to 
them miraculous. 

A great stir was created by the 
gradually increasing information hour- 
ly obtained; and all united to ac- 
knowledge the superiority of the doc- 
trine of the Holy Book to every thing 
they bad hitherto heard or known. An 
indifierence to the distinction of caste 
soon manifested itself; and the inter- 
ference and tyrannical authority of 
their Brahmins became more offen- 
sive and contemplible. At last, it was 
determined to separate themselves 
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from the rest of their Hindoo bretle 
ren, and establish a party of their own, 
cheosing out four or five who could 
read the best, to be public teachers 
from this newly acquired Book. The 
numbers daily and rapidly increased, 
especially amongst the poor; which 
al last suggested the idea of convoking 
a public meeting of all their congeni- 
al associates, 40 ascertain how many 
accepted their new doctrine. The 
large grove near Delhi seemed a con- 
venient spot, and this interesting 
group had now all met for this rery 
purpose when Anund’s visit took place. 

They seemed to have no particular 
form of congregational worship; but 
each individual made daily and dili- 
gent use of the Lord’s Prayer. Anund 
asked them why they were all dressed 
in white. ‘The people of God should 
wear white garmen's,’ was the reply, 
‘asa sign that Viey are clean and rid, 
of their sins’. Anund observed,‘ You 
ouglit to be baptized in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Hely Ghoj— 
Come to M:; there is a Christian Pa 
dree there, and he will shew vou what 
you ought te do. They answered, 
‘ Now we raust go home to the harvest; 
but as we mean to ineet once a year, 
perhaps the next year we may come 
to M.’ 

In consequence of this, I have deem. 
ed it advisable to send Anund to make 
all nossible inquiry respecting these 
promising blossoms of hope, and trust 
to be enabled ere long to give you stil 
more gralifying information. 





COMMERCIAL MISSION TO CORMAISE, 
A great city tn the interior of Africa, 

By recent advices from Africa, 
it appears that the mission which 
had some months ago been dis= 
patched from Cape Castle to Cor- 
maise, the capital of the kingdom of 
Ashantee, had completely succeeded ; 
and that it had met with a most gra. 
cious reception frem the king. At 
first the king manifested great cold- 
ness and reserve, which is attributed 
to the erideavours of General Daen- 
dels to excite a feeling hostile to the 
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English ; but mutual explanations 
having removed this unfavourable im- 
pression from his majesty’s mind, ev- 
was 
sought of complimenting the gentle- 
men composing the mission, with the 
highest proofs of regard and distine- 
The splendour, the order, the 
variety and extent of the king’s reti- 
his subject chieftan, oflicers, and 
attendants, had as much exceeded the 
expectations of the English, as did the 
decorum and benignity of his man- 
and 
The 
population of Cormaise is estimated at 


ery opportunity, it is alleged, 


tion. 


nue ; 


ners, and those of his family 
courtiers who surrounded him. 


200,000 souls. 





BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. W. M. one 
of the Readers and Expounders of the 
Trish Testament, to the Secretary, da- 


ted Oct. 16, 1817. 


“ DEAR Sir,—I lay before you the 


state of the schools, which I have 
lately visited. 
est degree of prosperity that can pos- 
sibly be expected; and I may add, 


(what I never expected to see in my 
day,) that there is not the smallest op- 
position that I can learn from any of 


the priests; bat on the contrary, ma- 
ny of them are requesting schools for 
their friends and favourites. An in- 
stance of this kind has lately occur- 
red. You know that the parish of B. 
was the first place in which opposition 
was made to the schools: during the 
Jast two years, two priests have ex- 
hausted themselves in their attempts 
to suppress them. ‘The present priest, 
who succeeds the other two, has ap- 
plied to me, requesting a school for 
his nephew; and promised that he 
would engage for the propriety of his 
conduct: this is considered here al- 
most a miracle. I am sorry that his 
application was too late, as all the ad- 
ditional schools had been appointed. I 
told this to Col. P. who related to me 
the following anecdote of a conversa- 
tion which he had with the same 
riest. ‘ The Colonel told the priest 


that he had heard that he (the priest) 
‘No,’ said the 


had burnt the Bible.’ 





They are in the high- 


Effects af the Bible in Ireland. 


priest, ‘I give you my word that ] 


never did; and am ready and aiid ; 
to give \ you my oath; for let us say 
what we will, the Scriptures are the V7 
The Colonel would D 


Word .of God. 
not suffer him to swear it, saying, his 
word was sufficient; and added, that 
he was sorry that his reauest for a 
school could not be comp! lied with. 
“In my journey I visited O. G—’s 
school. Twenty years ago I could 
not have imagined there would have 
been either house or inhabitant in this 
place; and now he has on his list 120 
scholars;- among whem (a circum- 
stance I never saw before,) there is 
not one Protestant, nor one reader, 
that has not less or more committed 
the scriptures to memery, both in 
English and Irish. There were ten 
children who repeated to me twelve 
chapters each, six in each language ; 
the Irish they spoke fluently, but the 
English with the tone that might be 
expected. . There was not however, 
one verse that was not correctly re- 
peated ; and what made it so gratify- 
ing to me was, when I considered that 
they would repeat those chapters at 
home to their parents, many of whom 
do not understand a word of English! 
In my last short letter I mentioned 
some of the circumstances which have 
taken place on the mountain called 
Shrone Cham Crohan, relative to Ma- 
ry R 
“ What I then wrote was but little 
of the wonderful work of the Lord; I 
hope, through her instrumentality, 
that a congregation of believers will 
be collected upon that mountain.— 
She never read or spoke one word of 
English, and but seldom has heard 
the ‘Scriptures read; yet the Lord has 
enlightened her understanding, aud 
sealed the truth upon her heart,and giv- 
en her a great memory and ready ut- 
terance ; for as soon as the most intri-” 
cate question is proposed by an ad- 
versary, she is able to answer, though 
with meekness and fear. She is con- 
vincing many of their errors, even 
from their own catechism; but espe- 
cially on the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation. She brings this so powerful. 
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jy to their understandings, that many 
are convinced that when the priest 
administers the wafer to them they re- 
ceive it to theirruin. At the commence- 
nient of her conversion, slie withstood 
the priest, who kept her more than au 
hour upon her knees. I had this from 
her own lips as follows: when she first 
saw the truth of the gospel, her first 
enemies were those of her own house ; 
that is, her father and mother, (but, 
blessed be God, they are now recon- 
ciled to her, and entreated I would 
offen visit them.) ‘They insisted, when 
the priest came there to hear confes- 
sions, that she should attend; which 
she obstinatelvy refused to de. To 
hear her state how trying she found it 
between her duty to God and the fear 
of man is very affecting. Llowever, 
the flesh being weak, she went. When 
it came to ber turn, as is usual, the 
priest asked her, ‘ Low long is it since 
vou confessed ? She told him. What 
sins have you committed since ?? ‘As 
to particular sins,’ said she, ‘I have 
none to mention; but yet [ have bro- 
ken the law of God, and, therefore, I 
am brought in guilty.’ He paused, and 
then said, ‘Are you ready to take your 
Lord? -( This is their mode of expres- 
ut when tlrey are about to adminis- 

er the wafer.) She replied, ¢[ would 
be glad to know on what condition I 
am to take him? He said, ‘If you 
take him free from sin, he willbe e- 
tern@ nourishment to you; and if 
otherwise, eternal damnation to you !’ 
She said, ¢ Then I will never take him 
on those conditions, for I know that I 
ama sinner; and in the very acta 
sinful thought might pass throagh my 
mind. * Oh, said he, ‘1 forgive your 
sis.’ * Lou cannot forgive your own 
sins,’ said she, ‘there is none can for- 
give my sins but Jesus, who suffered 
for my sins.’ ‘I see.’ said he, ‘that 
you are a preacher.’* ‘lam not, she 
replied, ‘I never saw a_ preacher.’ 
‘Then how is it you come by the 
preacher’s words’ She said, They 
are the words of the Testament.’ ¢ If 
vou adhere to that book you are cer- 


* Aterm applied to all who read the 
scriptures by the priests. 
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tainly damned! ‘This is strange,’ 
said she, ‘when this is the only book 
which tells me how I may escape 
damnation !’ ‘If you do not promise 
neither to keep, nor hear that book, 
I will have nothing to do with yeu!’ 
‘Well,’ said she, ¢ that promise | will 
never make; so farewell!’ She now 
puts the question to her neighbours, 
‘ Dare any of them say, that they are 
free from sin?’ which none of them 
willaffirm. Shethen tells them plain- 
ly, that by their own confession they 
acknowledge their own condemna- 
tion; and many of them are undet 
strong convictions of sin. 

* She publicly preached the gospel 

to two theives on the gallows. When 
the people begged them to invoke the 
Virgin Mary, she said, ‘Do not heed 
what they are saving, for there is none 
can be of. any service to your souls, 
but only Jesus! and therefore cast 
yourself upon him.’ One of them 
said, § Oh, | throw myself upon Jesus !’ 
é May the. biood of Jesus- cover you 
sins,’ said she. The other thief paid 
no atiention to what she said. ‘Lhe 
account of these two thieves is’ very 
on arkable. 

‘This bas been tle happiest jour 
ney | ever made, though | took a cold 
which brought on a severe deafness . 
yet my comfort was greater than my 
affliction. | ow. Mm.” 





DOMESTIC IN TELLIG ENCE. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

A brief History of the Congregationa’ 
Church and the Progress of Relig ri” 
in the Town of Harwinton, ( Con. 
We are nnder obligations to the Bes 


Mr. Williams for the following narrative 
The distinguished prosperity of the Churel 


in this place, and the several remarkot'e 
Revivals of Religion with which i has 
been blessed, must rejoice the hearts ‘) 
aliwho love the prospeti yof Zien ‘iheie 


is something peculiarly anima ing to thes 
who can participate in the joy that i. occ, 
sioved in Heaven when one sinner repen’ 
eth, inthe reflection that this single branch 
of the Church militaut in a small countrys 
town, has embraced within its covenons 
curing the lagt 28 yéars more than 7(i 
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members, who have professed their faith Rey. Caleb Alexander, the Church be- 


in Christ, foun'ed on an experimental ev- 
idence that they have been born of God. 


To the Edi‘or of the Religious Intelligencer, 
Sin—Having received great plea- 
sure in reading the narratives of Be- 
vivals of Religion which you have in- 
serted in your weekly paper, and 
knowing that many others receive edi- 
fication from the saine source, I have 
thought it my duty to present yousome 
account of a revival in this place in 
the year 1816. You had also signifi- 
ed that you wished for a general state- 
ment of the churches fram their first 
formation. This I purposed to do as 
far as possible, respeeting the church 
in this place. While I was attempt- 
ing this, it being laboriousand difficult, 
because no written records are to be 
found, it pleased God to lay me ona 
bed of sickness so that [could do no- 
thing about it for several months. I 
now send you an account, which if you 
think proper, may be inserted in your 
excellent publication. 

The town of Harwinton was pur- 
chased of the (then) colony of Connec- 
ticut by a number ef preprietors be- 
Jonging to Hartford and Windsor. The 
first settlement was made in the year 
1728 or 1729. In a few years a meeting 
house was erected, a church organized, 
and in 1737 the Rev. Andrew Barthol- 
omew was ordained their pastor. He 
continued till March 6th, 1776. No 
records being found, the state of the 
church during that period is not 
krown. Some time however previous 
to his death, (we believe in the year 
1774,) the Rev. David Perry, late of 
Richmond, in the state ef Massache- 
setts, was ordained colleague pastor. 
Not long afterwards there was an 
extensive revival of Religion, and 
the church was enlarged. Great 
contention however arose respecting 
the doctrines of free grace, and what 
was called the ha/f way Covenant. It 
found its way into the churoh, anda 
formidab'e schism arose among them, 
which, finally, issued in the dismission 
of Mr. Perry in the year 1784. A- 
bout two years afterwards, bv the bles- 
sing of God, upon the labours ef the 
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came more united, and began to seek 
fora pastor. After several abortive at- 
tempts to settle a candidate, applica- 
tion was made to me, and I preached 
my first sermon among them at the 
Thanksgiving in Nov. 27th, 1789. In 
consequence ofa unanimous call, I was 
installed March 3, 1790. At this time 
the town contained avout 1500 souls, 
During the contention above mention- 
ed, an Episcopal Society was formed, 
consistuig of a little more than one 
fourth of the inhabitants. The rest 
belonged to the Ecclesiastical Society, 
According to the last census, the in- 
habitants of the town are nearly 1809, 
and the Society contains nearly four- 
fifths of them. There are three or 
four families, the heads of which are 
Methodists and Baptists. 

Previous to my installation, it 
seemed expedient to re-organize te 
church: it was done accordingly; 
and it consisted of 130 members; 55 
males and 75 females. The period to 
which I now confine myself is that of 
28 years, viz, from Ist of January 
1790 to Ist of January 1818. During 
this period, we have witnessed several 
Revivats, in the years 1790 and 1791, 
1799, 1805, and 1816. The deaths in 
the whole town have been 557, and 
of the following ages: 


Of 1 year and under 169 
Between 1 and 10 99 
10 20 25 

20 39 33 

30 40 45 

40) 50 2u 

50 69 37 

60 70 46 

70 Si) 45 

SO GO oo 

Above GO 4 


In consequence of the revival in, 
1790 and 1791, twenty five were re- 
ceived into the church. Ina few pre- 
ceding years, 35 others. The revivat 
of 1799 was followed with the admis- 
sion of 140, and in the next 5or6 
years 20 more, all professing experi- 
mental religion. The revival of 1805 
brought 70 into the church, and in the 
10 years following, 43 were added, 
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‘the revival of 1816 led us to hope ior 
as many as 140; betoniy 117 haveas 
vet united with the chureh, viz, 6 in 
July, 74 in Se ptember, 19 in Novem- 
ber, [1 in January IS17, aud ina short 
time after 7 more. Thus all the ad 
ditions by profession are 450. During 
the same period, 130 had been receiv- 
ed by letters of recommendation from 
sister churches, and there being 130 
at the beginning, makes the whole 
numberin the28 years 710. Of these 
have been regularly dismissed with let- 
ters 245, J21 have died, 7 have been ex- 
communicated, and 337 now remain. 

| iow proceed to give you a more 
particular account of the revival in 
i816. ‘The greatest part of the vears 
isi4 and 1815, were seasons of unu- 
sual barrenness and spiritual death. 
Oace however in each ef these years, 
there appeared a favourable prospect; 
like the rising ef slowery clouds in a 
dry season, and like them they dis- 
persed e’er one drop fell upon the 
thirsty ground. 

Some time in the month of January 
1816, occurred a remarkable instance 
of hopeful conversion in a man more 
than 40 swears of age. And in the 
same month the death of an excellent 
woman of 61, a mother in Isyael, who 
had been through fear of death all her 
life time sulject to bondage, very much 
terrified with the apprehension of dy- 
ing. But in her last sickness she was 
wonderfully supported and carried a- 
bove all fear, and departed in peace. 
These occurrences excited much at- 
tention, and the Grace of God became 
more than usual the subject of con- 
versation; and during the space of a- 
bout six weeks, very hopeful appear. 
ances of an awakening were percetved. 
‘The church were so far awakened as 
to attend to one or two cases of disei- 
pline. One of them, which was of a 
recent date, was agrecably healed. 
The other, having been rieglected for 
almost three years, was more difficult, 
and at length issued in a vote of ex 
communication about the middle of 
April. Andon that very day a young 
woman was seized with deep convic- 
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tion, which soon issued in a_ hopeful 
couversion, andthe awakening of ma- 
ny others. 

This hopeful appearance, except 
so far as regarded the discipline in the 
church, dispersed like the others, and 
by the middle of March, it appeared 
in general as stupid a season as any 

had witnessed. About this time, 
occasion was taken in a public dis- 
course to allude to the parable of the 
barren fig tree; and as there had been 
three successive good prospects within 
3 years, the question was asked, “ What 
then ought we next to expect? but cut 
itdown; why cumbereth it the ground 2 
There was no visible efiect of this: on 
the contrary, the monthly prayer met- 
ing in April was attended by a few 
only: yet it has been found that seve- 
ral pious mothers, who had children 
of the age of youth growing upina 
Christless state, were excited to spend 
in their own beds almost sleepless 
nights, in earnest prayer for the Spirit 
of Grace: and it here may be obserw- 
ed, that according to the encourage- 
ment in the Scriptures, they have, 
withoui exception, received abundant 
joy in the hopeful conversion of their 
children and dear relatives. 

The first public appearance of the 
awakening was at a school horse in 
the eastern part of the town, where a 
number of youag people appeared to 
be much ailected; and after the puls- 
lic exercises were ended, followed me 
into a neighbouring ae ll A few 
days after this, one of them whe ap- 
peared to have the deepest conviction, 
was relieved from her distress, we be- 
lieve, by loo King to Jesus. This was 
about the 10th of April, On the Sab- 
bath the 21st appeared another, wich 
J have mentioned as being blessed to 
the awakening of others. On the next 

Sabbath appeared five others; two of 
these were Chiiiren in a pious fami, 
where they had received faithful in 
struction in the doctrines and duties of 
Christianity. ‘They had lived a moral 
life, and thought they were about as 
good as Christians in general; at least 
that their heart “‘ meant right.” These, 
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upon hearing of the conversion above 
mentioned, although thev were near 
neighbours and intimate friends, were 
uncommonly moved. One said to her- 
self, ‘EL never wish to speak to her a- 


gain.” The other thought to her- 
self, “I never wish to see her a- 
gain.’ Both of these were of that 


amiable class of young women who 
think they would not indulge an evil 
thought for the whole world. But God 
in this instance, suffered the wicked. 
ness of the heart to overflow, that they 
might see what they were; and scarce- 
iv had the thought passed their 
minds, before they fell under a keen 
sense of their depravity. They had 
been taught that doctrine before; but 
now they saw and feltit. In the course 
of the week, after a season of sharp 
alistress and seeing themselves justly 
condemned, tt pleased God to reveal 
his Son Jesus Christ as such a Saviour 
as they needed, and we trust they were 
enabled to receive him by a living 
faith. 

Ata conference menting that even- 
ing, several others were bronght to 
enquire what they must se and Chris- 
tians were animated to pray. In the 
evening following, being Monday the 
“9th, at a conference, the most awful 
and trembling g that lever be held, about 
20 were deeply impressed. It was in 
* part of the town where nothing of 
the kind had appeared; and I went to 
ile meeting with a heavy heart. but 
the power of the Most High was Sig- 
nally displayed; and we could not 
doubt but an extensive revival had be- 
gun. The sight was truly affecting. 
“Many of the young people belonged 
40 the choir of singers, and had gain- 
ed habits of intimacy by atiending the 
school the winter preceeding; and 
therefore had great freedom in con- 
versing together. At the close of the 
school the latter part of February, on 
a day set apart for religious worship 

and the exhibition of the proficiency 
of the choir, there were 100 present, 
afid only one of them a professor of 
religion. ‘Thescene was soon chang- 
ed: in the course of a few months-a: 
hout one half had made a profession 
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of religion, and we trust could sing 
wih the Spirit and with the understand. 
ing also. 

Che convictions were uncommonly 
severe aad pungent. Relief was found 
by some in two or three days,by looking 
to Christ; and nothing yet appears to 
induce us to suppose it was not genu- 
te. Butso rapid and powerful was 
the work, that human instruments 
seemed to be almost out of the ques- 
tion. The reading of the word, per- 
haps more than preaching or conver- 
sation, was the power of God uute 
salvation. 

But perhaps IT cannot give you « 
more correct account of this revival 
than was given o# the anniversary 
Sabbath the first:in January 13i7. 
The text chosen was Job xxxvi. 25. 
Every man may see it; man may behold 
ti far off. 

Afier noticing some unusual dispen- 
sations of God in the natura! world, and 
some public occurrences new to the 
peop'e of this state, the speaker ad- 
verted to the works of God in the reli- 
gious world, in the formation of a na- 
tional Bible Society, in the support 
and vigour and suceess of various kinds 
ef beneficent societies, and the pleas- 
ing spread of the gospel in various 
parts of the heathen world. ‘Then he 
referred to the numerous, extensive 
and powerful revivals of religion which 
had taken place that year. Ile says: 

“{ must mention how the gospel is 
spreading over all Russia and Asta; 
how many thousands of good people 
are exerting themselves; that no one 
of all the millions of ‘Asia or Africa, 
Jew or Gentile, shall remain long des- 
titute of the lively oracles. | might 
mention the insertion of retigtous int- 
telligence in many of oar weekly 
news papers; and thar several have 
been instituted alinost altogether for 
this purpose. All this seemsto evince 
the commencetmnent of a new wera in 
the Christian world; and that if the 
sun of millennial glory has not alrea- 
dy risen, lis beams streak the horizon 
with blessed light. “ We have had the 
age of Reason with all its horrors, 
we now begin the age of Bidles.” 
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“The marvellous revivals of reli- 
sion among us, call for our attention. 
They are numerous, powerful and ex- 
tensive.Not only the profligate become 
wise, but the self-righteous submit to 
tfie righteousness of God. It is believed 
that some thousands 1m this state have 
the year past been effectually called 
out of darkness into marvellous light, 
and many tens of thousands in our 
land, and it is still increasing. 

“The Missionary Society ef Con- 
necticut, which was *»rmed in 1798, 
has been the blessed means of' dissem- 
inating the truth and planting the 
ehuiches of our Lerd over a vast ex- 
tent of cogniry. ‘Lhe littie (seeming- 
ly trifling) contributions made yearly 
in our conugregftions, have formed a 
broad and powerful stream which has 
gladdened the wilderness and made it 
bud and blossom as the rose; and the 
desert has become vesal with the 
praise of the blessed Jesus. 

* We hear of this glorious work from 
the North and from the South, from 
the East and from the West. It hus 
surrounded us; nay more, blessed be 
God, we may say it has come among 
us. It has come with power, with 1a. 
pidity, with wonderful denionstration 
of the finger of Ged. Twice before 
this have we been peculiarly fa- 
voured within 17 years. But this is 
more extraordinary than 
them, in the circumstances in which 
we were found, in Hs power, in its sub- 
jects and in Ms short duration. 

“The circumstances in which we 
were nine months ago, if known to 
all, would abundantly prove to thes, 
that what we have witnessed was utter- 
ly improbable, to any human aitifice 
or power. When it began, it seemed 
to touch and glanee suddenly inte al- 
most every partefthe town. But few 
indeed escaped whelly from its influ- 
ence. A considerable number ef those 
who were not of the Society, were the 
subjects of this work.* Ner can we 
find many, l think but very few, abov c 
the age of ‘16, who did not for a while 
tenabie before God. 

“Jt is remarkable that but one er 
two under the age of 16 are counted 

* Episcopatians, 
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either of 


among the hopeful converts. Indeed 


those of this age, and younger were, 


during the whole of the awakening, 
unusually unfeeling. It seems as 
though God meant effectually to shut 
the mouths of gainsayers: for if any 
grade of people might be supposed to 
be affected by the preaching of the 
terrors of divine wrath, or frighted 
with the thought of hell and damna- 
tion ; or if any class might be wrought 
upon by affectionate exhortations or 
addresses to the passions 3 or be mov- 
ed by mere sympathy, we should select 
the class from childhood to 16 or 17 
years : yet almost all these lave been 
passed by, and most men and women, 
from 20 to 70, who were not subjects 
before, have ‘heen much awakeued, 
and many of them converted. 

“} mentioned that the work was ex- 
traordinary in its power, rapidity and 
short duration. ‘ihe convictions indeed 
have been in general very severe and 
pungent. ‘Phe stoutest spits have 
been at once overwhelmed. "Phe du- 
ration of what is sometimes called a 
Law-werk, has heen generally tren 
eight to ten Cays; > Instay, CCS 
much shorter. 

“fiomany of our meetings we might 
adopt the lang unge of Jacob, and say, 
© Narre ly Grad 1. an this } es dis is 12 
house of God a d the FL lié of Heaven. 
It is believed that from the commence- 
ment of this work, to the first of Ma 
about ten were biouglit he 
and that doving that month GO oilers 
embraced the covenant o 
many of them of such character, c1: 


1 1 sotne 


i:c to J \ijs 


cumsi:nces and natural fcetines, as 
made manifest the power of God 
Nothing else, and we all t en ! elie. 
edit, \) nothing e ise could e die 


sword of the Spit it seen od: to im draw: 

from its sheath; and in the hands of 
some, more than human, aent to glis 
ten before their eves weth surprising 
brichiness. Clear and distinct discove- 
ries of evangel: truth, such as the 
total moral corruption of the heart, 
the neeessity and suvereignty efregen- 
erating grace, tie Ccliciency of every 
action without love in the heart, and 
the amazing atonement made by the 
sufferings of Cliist, were powerful! 
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weapons in the hands of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to prostrate the pride of man, to 
slay the enmity, aud renew the heart. 
The Lord took a short way with u3in 
demoustration of wonderfeal and glori- 
ous powers In less than 7 weeks, one 
ha!f of those who now appear to be the 
hopeful subjects of divine grace, were 
brought in. In about LL weeks more, 
we were led to nuinber as many as 60 
others, and but 8 or 10 since. Num- 
bers undoubtedly grieved the Spirit. 
Numbers returned to their former 
ways, and often agaipst the testimony 
of their own consciences and resolu- 
tions, and remain so; and it is to be 
feared they do not see, neither would 
believe,iif plainly shewn to them, what 
they have stumbled at. Bat ail this 
shews more clearly the hand of God, 
and that it ts bis own marvellous w ork. 
Dreadful indeed must be the curse of 
apostates, wliether professors cr not: 
but they will always find some excuse, 
so as not to return ashamed. ‘That 
some of those, who, we charitably 
hope, have passed from death to life, 
should return again to the mire, would 
be nothing strange.” 

The speaker then, after noticing the 
nuinber of deaths, and some other 
things usual on that anniversary, ad- 
verted to the deaths of Drs. Strong and 
Backus, and ended his discourse in the 
following words: 

“Thus the year has closed—ex- 
traordinary in many respects: a yeat 
which hundreds will remember forev- 
er; some with the keenest remorse, 
aid others with everlasting gratitude 
and joy. 

“ There is a God who rules and di- 
rects allevents. All may see his wagk ; 
though far oli, the sinner may see tt; 
he has seen much of it; though he re- 
bels lie cannot put out the light: though 
he laude himself with thick clay, his 


iniquilies will search him out. Shall 
I say to such, now repent ; Jesus still 
is waiting: but your obstinacy ‘s in- 


curable by man. God will be glori- 
ous: and what at last musi ve your 
hope ? 

“ Christians, may you watch and 
Keep your Jaimps always weil trimined 
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and burning, waiting for the comiig 
of your Lord. This year will soon 
rollaway. ’Tis but a short time and 
you will be in Heaven. May your con- 
versation be there now. ‘Phen will 
you be prepared to enter that blessed 
Paradise with joy. 


‘Death will not impede your comfort, 
Christ will gnide you through ure gloom ; 
Down he’ll serid the heavenly concert, 
To convoy your spirits home. 
There you'll reign with Christ in 
Free from every want and care. 
Come! O come my blessed Saviour: 
Fain, our spirits would be there.” 


, 
pleasure, 


May I be permitted to remark, that 
in addition to what has appeared in 
this narrative, every circumstance 
was calculated to shew that the work 
was wholly the Lord’s: arid this senti- 
ment is contirmed by an instance at 
the close of it. ‘The usual meetings 
and the se.mons, being from seven to 
eleven each week, were continued 
from the beginning of May until about 
the middle of October. Sometime in 
the month of August, instances of a- 
wakening entirely ceased ; nor have f 
known of another instance to this date; 
and they ceased directly after a most 
remarkable case. A yourig man, pers 
haps as unprincipled, profligate, un- 
feeling, and seeming abandoned, as 
we almost ever behold, furmed the 
plan of robbing an orchard of its ear- 
ly fruit: he had a comrade with him, 
and in the midst of the way he met 
with a most distressing conviction, 
turned his course, and went to the 
meeting house, where was a religious 
meeting that evening; and in a few 
days found relief, we hope, by the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. He was ad- 
mitted into the Church in the year 
18t7; and nothing appears hitherto, 
but that, from being one of the most 
troublesome of the ungodly, he may’ 
be a useful member of society. 

These are the Lorp’s dotngs, and to 
Him be all the cLory.—Amen. 


JOSHUA WILLIAMS. 
Harwinton, Litchfield County, Conn. 
March 13th, 1818. 
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BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Monday 2d March the Lynch- 
burgh Auxiliary Bible Society held their 
annual meeting at the Methodist meet- 
ing house in Lynchburgh, Va. The 
business of the day was introduced 
by singiug, and an addres¢ to the 
Throne ot Grace by the Rev. John S. 
Lee. The Rev. Robert H. Anderson 
delivered au appropriate sermon on 
the occasion. After whieh the annual 
Report of the Board of Managers, and 
Treasurer’s Report, were read ; from 
which it appeared that 68 Bibles and 
42 New Testaments had been distri- 
bated in the last year; and that $350 
had been transmitted to the Treasury 
of the American Bible Society, from 
which 100 Bibles at 81 cents per copy 
had been received. This Society now 
comprises 82 members. 

Officers for the ensuing year. 

Mr. William Bard, President. 

Rev. William 8. Reed, Cor. Sec. 

Mr. Join M. Gordon, Recording 
Secretary and Treasurer. 





From the Recorder. 
OBITUARY. 
Deacon Amos Chase. 


Deacon Amos Chase, who died in Saco, 
March 2, in bis hundredth year, was bora 
in Newbury Jan. 26, 1719. He was marri- 
ed iwice—the first time when 24 years of 
age, and coutinued in this state S83 years; 
the second time, when 63 years of age, and 
lived with his second wife 14 years. His 
descendants are of the second generation 
14, of whom 6 are now living, and 10 lived 
to be married and have families; of the 
third generation 81, of whom 50 are now 
living ; of the 4th generation 188, of whom 
120 are now living; of the &fth generation 
19, of whom allare living. The whole num- 
her of his descendants is 302, of whom 195 
ave now living. 

When 19 years of age he came into 
Maine. He resided for a short time in Bux- 
ton—owned the first honse ever inhabited 
in that town, where are now more than 2000 
souls—and bailt the first honse for the wor- 
ship of God, ever erected in that once hea- 
then place. He drove the first teazn, which 
ever passed from Berwick to Wells, through 
& country now apparently old. When 97 
years of age, he attended the ordination of 
ag G. Payson of Arandes, as delegate. 

On this ocension he rode ebout ten miles 
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before 8 olclock in the morning—took his 
seat in the council—was himself a witness 
of the solemn transactions in the house of 
God, and rode home the same day without 
injury. ‘The last summer he bad au inter- 
view with the President of the Uniied 
States, as he was returning from his eastern 
tour. Wi:h manly dignity, and holy solem- 
nity, he reminded the chief magistrate of 
the nation of his awful responsibility to 
God, his dependance on Him for wisdom to 
direct him in the performance of bis arduous 
duties—adding his best wishes an« his sin- 
cire prayers for his succes3. The scene was 
truly interesting and pleasing, as well to 
the President himself as to all around him. 

His intellectual powers continued in full 
force till his death. “the last time he ever 
spake, his reason was unimpaired—the last 
time he opened his eyes, they were bright 
ani intelligent. 

His constitution was never robust. But 
great industry, universal temperance, and 
practice of every moral virtue, were means 
of preserving a slender frame for a period 
unusualiy long. 

When but four years of age he was a sub- 
ject of serious impressions : and when about 
1% while reading the first verse of the 60tb 
chapter of Isaiah, he obtained that hope, 
which supporced him through life. 

He was strictly Caivinistic in his senti- 
ments, and contended earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. He sustained 
the office of Deacon in the church about. 55 
years, was a man of unusual gifts, espeajalty 
in prayer. [is prayers were solemn, ap pro- 
priate and spiritual. During the last vears of 
his life, he ri rely, if ever, prayed without 
being filled with the spirit of God. ‘This da- 
ty he continued te perform in bis family till 
the day but one beiore his death. 

He was amiable in his disposition, always 
ebeerfal, given to hospitality. a pleasant 
companion of the young as well as the old. 
He was esteemed and respected by all who 
knew him. No one doubted his piety, no 
one doubts that he is now in heaven 

In this case, the world has had a fair ex- 
periment of the tendency of the dectrines 
he embraced. If the tendency were perni- 
ciousgrn experiment of 85 years most have 
made itappear. But Deacon Chase was a 
faithful husband, an affectionate father, a 
kind neighbor, a good citizen. His morat 
character was in every respect fair. Asa 
Christian, he was humble, meek, teachable 
and devout. In his life every Christian 
grace shone. His path through em was 
that of the just, which as the shining light 
shineth more aml more unto the cadeas 
day. One thing, he said, have I desired of 
the Lord, that will I seek alter, that | may 
dwell in the howse of the Lord al! the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
end to inguire in his temple. ~~ 
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weather in the winter, except this last wine 
ter, never kept him from the house of God, 
though he lived about two miles from the 
place of worship. It was also his delight to 
attend the evening lectures, and conference 
meetings ; from which he was seldom ab- 
sent till within about two years of the close 
ofhis life; and during this period, except 
for a few months, he was rarely absent from 
any meeting holden by day. His passage 
over the earth was luminous. Fora long 
time before his death he was impatient to 
be gone. He frequently said I am going 
a. He rejoiced at the approach of death. 
He met the king of terrors without a sigh, a 
struggle, oratear. He cheerfully followed 
Christ into the grave, for through this gate 
his iumphant King entered the. New Jeru- 
salem. His death was an honor to the reli- 
gion he professed. How great would be 
the influence of the church if all professing 
Christians could give such undoubted evi- 
dence of their piety in life and indeath! 
How oughi they to sirive to convince all 
who know them, that they are truly the 
children of God! Of many we cannot speak 
with boldness ; but only hope they are sin- 
cere. But how much glery redounds to 
God, when such Chris:ians die as Deacon 
Chase! Surely a pillar in the Church is fall- 
en—a light, too powerful to shine on earth, 
is removed to heaven, where its splendor 
will forever increase. 





Bible Anecdote. 

A person who ts in the habit of vis- 
iting the sick poor, requested one of the 
Bible committee to call on an aged wo- 
man. He went on the Sabbath-day, 
and soon found that she was a pious 
woman, but that she wanted that in- 
valuable treasure, the Holy Scriptures. 
He then turned to the husband of this 
woman, whom he fouwd at his work 
mending shoes, and reproved him for 
this violation of the Sabbath. ‘The old 
man, 74 years of age, replied in an 
angry manner, “ You have nothing to 
do with me.” Our friend told him that 
the divine Being who had afilieted his 
wife, might heal her and smite him. 
At our vext meeting a Testament was 
voted gratuitously to this family; on 
delivering it, our friend found the poor 
woman better, and the old man under 
an evident concern for the salvation of 
a is soul—his cry , was, ‘ What shall I 
| i to be saved?” ‘lhe answer was, 
is Seccel of our blessed Sav- 
d read and meditate therein, 





and may you find the bread of Lifes 
On our sabsequent calls, we have found 
the book before thein, and heard them 
praising God for the gift. This old 
man, whose hands six months ago, 

were frequently raised against his pi- 
ous wife, vow used them in blessing his 
partner, and increasing her temporal 
comforts; his tongue no —— hlas- 
phemes his Creator ; and he is found 
ufider the means of grace, walking | Th 
the‘ordinances of God. 





Ordinations: 


On the 25th ult. Rev. Sumuel White was 
ordained to the Gospel Miais(ry, and in- 
stalled Pastor of the Congregation in Wil- 
liamson, (N. Y.) Sermon by “the Rev. Mr. 
Townsend. 

On the 11th inst. the Rev. Willian Ely 
was ordained to the work of the Gospel 
Minisiry in Vernvon, Con. The Rev. Mr. 
Cook, of East-Hartford, made the introduc- 
tory prayer, the Rev. Dr. Chapin; of Weth- 
ersfield, preached the sermon, from Matt. 
Xxill.20; the Rev. Mr. Brockway, of El- 
lington mae the consecrat ing prayer; the 
Rev. Dr. W iliams, of Tolland, gave the 
charge; the Rey. Mr. Steong of Somers 
gave the right hand of fellowship; the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Lean, of Simsbury, delivered an ad- 
dress to the people: and the Rev. Mr. 
Parmelee, of Bolton, made the concluding 
prayer. The services were solemn and im- 
pressive, and a numerous collection of peo- 
ple paid a decent and solemn attention on 
the interesting oecasion ‘The union and 
harmony of the people of the town, and 
their attachinent to divine institutions, for 
which they have long been distinguished, 
continue undiminished. 

On the 10th ult. was ordained at Platts- 
burgh, (N. Y¥.) the Rev. Mr. Wheipley, 
over the first Presbyterian church io that 
town. The Rev. Mr. Kinsley, was on the 
sane day installed pastor of the second 
Presbyterian church in Plattsburgh. A ser- 
mon was delivered oN the occasion, by the 
Rev. Daniel Haskell, of Burlington, and 
the charge was given by Mr. Austin, presi- 
dentof Barlington college. Mr. Stroag of 
St. Albans, delivered an address to the 
people. 
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